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bers had fallen; and, being hastily buried, the smell is
most offensive at this moment. Indeed, I felt the same
annoyance in many parts of the field; and, did I live
near the spot, I should be anxious about the diseases
which this steaming carnage might occasion. The rest
of the ground, excepting this chateau, and a farmhouse
called La Hay Sainte, early taken, and long held, by the
Trench, because it was too close under the brow of the
descent on which our artillery was placed to admit of the
pieces being depressed so as to play into it, —the rest of
the ground, I say, is quite open, and lies between two
ridges, one of which (Mont St. Jean) was constantly oc-
cupied by the English; the other, upon which is the
farm of La Belle Alliance, was the position of the
French. The slopes between are gentle and varied; the
ground everywhere practicable for cavalry, as was well
experienced on that memorable day. The cuirassiers,
despite their arms of proof, were quite inferior to our
heavy dragoons. The meeting of the two bodies occa-
sioned a noise, not unaptly compared to the tinkering
and hammering of a smith's shop. Generally the cuiras-
siers came on stooping their heads very low, and giving
point; the British frequently struck away their casques
while they were in this position, and then laid at the bare
head. Officers and soldiers all fought hand to hand
without distinction; and many of the former owed their
life to dexterity at their weapon, and personal strength
of body. Shaw, the milling Life-Guardsman, whom
your Grace may remember among the champions of The
Fancy, maintained the honor of the fist, and killed or dis-
abled upwards of twenty Frenchmen with his single arm,
until he was killed by the assault of numbers.1 At one
place, where there is a precipitous sand or gravel pit, the
heavy English cavalry drove many of the cuirassiers over
pell-mell, and followed over themselves, like fox-hunters.
The conduct of the infantry and artillery was equally,
1 The skull of Shaw is now in the Museum at Abbotsford.

